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which she had formerly imported, and the whole
talent of her chemists was drawn upon for the pur-
pose. All the human strength of the nation, which
was not in the field, was employed directly or in-
directly to make munitions. When we remember
that she supplied 900 miles of front (with some
assistance from Austria) in the East, more than 500
miles in the West, and equipped Turkey for the
Dardanelles campaign, and that her use of shells
was five or six times more lavish than that of her
opponents, we may get some notion of the magnitude
of the national effort. It was more impressive in its
way than the muster of her great armies in August.
The decision to concentrate against Russia en-
tailed many risks, but the German generals in the
East, and the Austrian Conrad, believed that by a
great effort Russia could be finally put out of action.
Falkenhayn differed; she would be crippled, he
thought, but no more ; and he would consent only
to a limited operation, which if necessary could be
broken off to permit of a transfer of troops to the
West. Yet the attack which opened on 2nd May
on the line of the Donajetz was so brilliantly directed
and so overwhelmingly successful that at first it
seemed as if Hindenburg's dream had come true.
It was led by Mackensen, a master of speed and
surprise, and his Chief of Staff was Seeckt, who after
the war was to rebuild the German army. Tactically
it was the forerunner of the method of infiltration.
Although outnumbered by nearly half a million,
Mackensen in three days was in open country, and
in a fortnight had advanced ninety-five miles. By
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